Picture Book 


Be Good 


Dyed Jackal 


Once upon a time, village dogs chased a jackal, who hid 
himself in a pot of colourist. Pot was filled with blue coloured 
water, so he was dyed blue. 

When the dogs retracted, jackal went back to the forest. 
Seeing his peculiar condition, all the animals were surprised 
and considered him to be some peculiar person. Taking 
advantage of this situation, jackal told them—“Gods have 
declared me king of this forest and have also decorated my body. 
Now you all shall follow my command.” Just by fluke, he became 
the king of forest and enjoyed this honour for a long period. 

One day, a group of jackals passed that way. They were 
howling as usual. Due to the old habit, king jackal also started 
howling. Truth was revealed. All the animals became angry on 
his cunningness and started attacking him. Jackal had to run 
away tosave his life. 
Truth cannot be hidden for long. 
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Leave Greed not Gain 


Yuclid invented a number of principles of geometry. His 
father was against it and wanted to involve him in business. 
One day, his father told him—“If you do not leave this foolish 
work, you will loose your share in my property.” Yuclid 
replied—“You may give your property to your brothers, but I 
get so much pleasure in my work that your property is 
insignificant before it.” He continued his research and 
invention of mathematical principles. 

If Yuclid had not ignored the greed for his father’s 
property, world would not have gained such excellent 
mathematical principles. 


Small greed would . . 
have deprived us of - |) | — —_ 


much larger gains. 
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Flower and Stone 


flower and a stone were placed nearby. One day stone 
became very angry and said—“You don’t know my power. 
I will crush you in no time.” 

Flower smiled and said—“Then you will spread my 
fragrance far and wide. This will be a great obligation to 
me. Sir, I have nothing to worry or distress. If I remain 
affectionate for the body, I will be fearfull and will loose 
the pleasure of attaining high ideals.” 
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Catch a Rabbit or Save the Other 


In the evening, a person was passing through a forest. 
Birds and animals were returning to their shelter. Suddenly, 
he saw a small rabbit, trembling with some unknown fear, 
come and hid under a bush. It was very pretty and that person 
thought—“Why not to take it home ?” At the same time, he 
saw another rabbit running away and a jackal pouncing upon 
it. 

That person was in dilemma to catch the rabbit under the 
bush or to save the other from jackal ? It required instant 
judgement. Delay of a fraction of second could take the life of 


the other rabbit. 
His conscience guided—“Duty is always 
supreme. In this perilous situation, 
c< >. saving one’s life is greater than 


own desire.” His intellect also 
agreed with this view. 

Instantly, he discarded 

his own desire, ran for 

the jackal and saved 

the life of the rabbit. 
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Search for Spiritual Guide 


Kabir was searching for a spiritual guide so that he may be 
enlightened. There was none as competent as Swami 
Ramanand. But he was not able to accept Kabir’s request, 
fearing that other disciples will be annoyed to have a weaver 
among them. Kabir devised a way out. He laid down on the 
stairs at the bank of Ganga. Old Swamiji had poor vision. In the 
early morning, going that way as usual, his foot fell upon the 
chest of Kabir. Instantly, he pulled his foot back saying — ‘Ram- 


Ram!’ 

Kabir rose and went 
away. He considered this 
touching of feet as his 
enrolment and the words 
‘Ram-Ram’ as Gurumantra. 

Kabir used to say—“A 
disciple, by his gentleness 
and dedication can make his 
Guru capable. Similarly, a 


devotee, by his devotion can ” 


make the God omni pote 
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Be Good 


There was a garden. Butterfly and honey bee both 
used to come there and sit upon a flower. One day, they 
both quarrelled and claimed authority over that flower. . 

Parrot was called to adjudicate. He decided in favour of 
honey bee and said—“She extracts honey for others so she 
has the right to sit upon the flower.” 

Seeing the sadness of butterfly, parrot further 
said—“If honey bee permits, you can also sit upon the 
flower, but people love only those, who do good to them.” 
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Return of Attributes 


One night, a king was in deep sleep in his palace. In dream, he 
saw a divine person going out from his palace followed by three 
divine ladies. 

King enquired from that divine person in dream—“Who are you 
and who are the three ladies following you? Why you are all going?” 

Divine person said, “My name is Susanskar (good and 
considerate qualities). Discretion emanates from me. I do not live at 
a place where luxury and immorality exist and these three divine 
ladies also follow me. Their names are, Luxmi (prosperity), Keerti 
(honour) and Buddhi (intellect).” 

King woke up. He pondered upon it and realized that luxury and 
immorality are on increase in his state. Good habits, based on 
considerate qualities are decreasing while anarchy is increasing. 
Under these circumstances, it is quite natural for 
these attributes to leave this place. 

From that very day, king 
changed his working style. Next 
day, he saw in dream that all 
four were returning back. 
Where there is discretion and 
‘simple living—high thinking’, 
all the attributes also remain | 
and bless. 
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Selecting a Minister 


Once a king had to select a person to be his minister. 
All courtiers were called to attend the court. King 
sprinkled water from a bottle and asked them—“This 
scent has come from Kannauj. How is its fragrance, please 
give your views.” 

Just to please the king they all showered praise for its 
fragrance. Lastly, one Zamindar politely said—“There is 
no fragrance at all. May be my nose is not in good health.” 

King appointed this judicious person as his minister. 
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Don’t Forget your Status 


A camel and a donkey were standing on the bank of a river 
to go across. Camel stepped into the river and walked to the 
other bank. Donkey, standing at this end asked—“How deep 
is the water?” Camel replied—“Upto belly; you come 
fearlessly.” 

Donkey said—“Then water will come above my back and I 
will be certainly drowned. How can I follow you? I 
have to walk as per my status.” 

Donkey is considered a synonym for 
foolishness, but he has the intelligence to 
decide what is the better way and does 
not follow blindly. Reasonable persons 
also use their intellect to progress ; 
and don’t copy others. fe yi - nly 
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Teachings from Interaction 
with Intellectuals 


One day, rose plant went to a politician to learn 
something. Politician instructed him—‘“Behave with others 
in the same manner as they behave with you. Wickedness for 
wicked persons, tit for tat—is the ethics. If this policy is not 
followed, world will try to destroy your existence.” Rose 
understood and decided to follow this ethics. Back in the 
garden, he produced thorns on its branches and whosoever 
tried to approach him was pricked with thorns. 

After sometime, that plant got an opportunity to interact 
with a sant. He told him—“Nobody is more respected than 
one, who submits his life for the welfare of others.” 

As a result, first flower bloomed on that rose plant. Its 
fragrance spread far and wide. Passersby used to appreciate 
its beauty and fragrance. 

A person becomes 
similar to one, in whose 
company he lives. 
Therefore, always 
interact with 
intellectual persons. 
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Teachings of Gandhiji 


Once Gandhiji was staying in Anand Bhavan at 
Allahabad. In the morning, Gandhiji was washing his face 
and Jawahar Lal was standing nearby and talking to him. 
Water, that Gandhiji had taken to gargle his mouth, finished 
and he had to take more water again. Gandhiji became very 
sad and the sequence of talks was disrupted. On enquiry by 
Jawahar Lal, he said—“I wasted the water taken earlier and 
had to take more water again. This is my great mistake and 
carelessness.” 

Jawahar Lal laughed and said—“Both Ganga and 
Yamuna flow here. Like deserts, there is no scarcity of water. 
Why shall you worry for spending a little more water?” 

Gandhiji said—“Ganga and Yamuna are not for me alone. 
Nature may have everything in abundance, but one should 
use only that much which is essential for him.” 

This thinking of Gandhiji gives us a great lesson. By 
wasting insensibly gifts of nature, we actually damage our 
own prospects. 
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Problem of‘Give and Take 


A Seth once fell into a well. It was not very deep and he 
cried for help to come out. A farmer reached there and 
said—“Give your hand, I will tie it with my rope and pull you 
out.” 

Seth was not prepared to give his hand and be tied by 
someone. 

Seeing this problem, a prudent person reached there and 
said—“Sethji, take this rope and come out with its help.” He 
agreed and came out. 

ade farmer was saying—‘give hand’, secondly, the 
prudent person 
said—take rope.’ 
Problem was of 

se mal AY | give and take, due 

4 Maret 3 / to which so much 
ea no J , time was taken 

\ PY Fs to come out of 

| | well. Due to 
such confusions, 
a person ignores 
even his own 
interest. Such 
perplexities are 
very harmful. 
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Camel and Man 


Merchants were taking a caravan of camels loaded with 
merchandise. In the night they stayed in an inn. Merchants 
got cots to rest but the camels had to rest on the ground. 

As per the habit of camels, pegs were fixed up to tie their 
ropes. Those. who were tied rested comfortably. One peg was 
less. Now, how to tie the last camel ? He was not prepared to 
sit even. Owner of the inn was intelligent. He advised to fix a 
false peg just to show that rope is tied to it. This device 
worked. Camel sat down and rested. 

In the morning, same problem cropped up. On removing 
the pegs, all camels got up but that one did not agree to get up. 
Owner of the inn advised to falsely show that peg is being 
removed and jerk the rope. Camel got up and joined the 
caravan. 

An old person of that caravan told other 
companions—“Men are also of the same habit as this camel. 
They are also slaves of old trends. They consider false to be 
true and good. They don’t even try to know and understand 
the truth. As such, they are not prepared to discard what has 
become a part of their habit.” 
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Brave Bismil 


In the early morning, on the day when he was to be 
hanged, revolutionary Ram Prasad Bismil got up early and 
started exercise as usual. Jailor asked—“You are to be 
hanged after about one hour, then what is the use of this 
exercise?” 

He replied—“Life has to follow rules and principles. Till 
the last breath, set routine of life shall not be disturbed.” 

There are persons, who disturb their life style and work 
culture even on ordinary hinderance. Bismil has given them a 
lesson by his conduct upto the time of his death that 
punctuality, regularity and patience are the qualities to be 


followed upto the end. 
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Give Weight to Principles 


When Easa openly started preaching his teachings 
and principles, many persons became his enemy. One of 
his disciples wanted to remain with him for his safety and 
requested—“O master! You are working for the welfare of 
all but these citizens consider harming you as their duty 
and want to kill you. I will remain with you for your 
protection.” : 

Mahatma Easa did not want to trouble anyone for his 
protection. Without discouraging him, he said—“Son! See 
all the animals and birds have some place to live. But I, 
being son of a man, has no place in this world of men. How 
long will you wander with me? Rather protecting my 
body, you give weight to my teachings and principles. Do 
what I preach and guide others accordingly.” 
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Owl and Bat 


An owl lived in a township. People considered him to be 
inauspicious and did not allow him to come near them. Just as 
he croaked, he was scared away. 

Owl was dejected due to this behaviour of the people of 
that township. One day, he told his friend bat—“Sister! None 
wants to listen my voice. I am very much dejected by the 
conduct of these people and am going to leave this place.” 

Bat consoled him and said—“Friend! Everywhere you will 
find similar circumstances. Due to your hoarse voice, you wi” 
be disregarded wherever you will go. It will be better if you 
ignore their insulting behaviour. Keep your mind cool and 
follow good qualities. This is the secret of happy and 
successful life.” 
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Result of Laziness 


A lazy camel practised penance for a long period. Deities 
were pleased and asked him to beg one boon. Lazy camel asked 
that he may be able to graze in vast area while sitting at one 
place. So he requested that his neck may become one mile long. 
He got his boon and was very happy. 

In rainy season, he looked for some shelter. He saw a cave 
but only his head could go inside. At that time, a pair of jackals 
also entered the cave and severed the neck of the camel and 
devoured his flesh for months. 

The boon that camel had sought was also wasted. Lazy 
persons are always distressed. Regular endeavour gives 
pleasure and success in life. 
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Whole-hearted Devotion 


In childhood, Yunes Sando was very lean and thin and 
mostly remained ill. Once he went to see a wrestling bout with 
his father. He was very much impressed to see well-built 
bodies of wrestlers. Sando enquired from his father—“Father! 
Is there any way through which my body may also be like 
their’s?” 

Father lovingly consoled Sando—“If you have firm 
determination, you will become like that. Any person can rise 
due to restrain and firm determination.” 

Father explained to Sando in detail as to what efforts he 
would be required to make if he really wanted to improve his 
health ? Inspired by his father, Sando worked very hard to 


improve his health. He strictly followed his father’s » 


instructions. 
After a few year’s hard labour, Sando 
became a 
renowned 
wrestler of 
the world. 
Truely, firm 
determination 
and hard 
labour can 
make possible 
even what seems 
impossible. 
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- Truth always Wins 


There was a cheater. He planned to cheat a confectioner 
(Halwai). He sat in front of his shop and quietly counted the sale 
proceeds. After closing the shop, when the confectioner headed 
for his home, cheater snatched his cash-bag. In the scuffle, he 
said that the bag belonged to him and also the money in it. 
Either the confectioner tell the correct amount in it or he would 
tell. Village jurors asked them separately. Cheater told correct 
amount while confectioner failed. He had no time to count. 

For final judgement, matter was placed before the king. He 
placed all the coins in a bucket filled with water. Fat affixed 
with the coins came up on the water. Judgement was given in 
favour of confectioner as his hands could be smeared with fat. 

People were wonderstruck on king’s 
prudence 
and said that 
the secret of 
greedy and 
liar is finally 
disclosed. 
In the end, 
truth always 
wins 
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Truth is always Truth 


A foolish rat became friend of a jocular rabbit. One day, rat 
addressed rabbit—“Friend! You are very beautiful. Kindly 
make my body as beautiful as you are.” Rabbit tried his best to 
convince him that body is the gift of God. It cannot be changed. 
However, one can improve his qualities. So you also try to adopt 
good qualities. But rat was not prepared to listen and was 
adamant. 

Ultimately, in a humorous mood, rabbit asked the 
rat—“First you take bath in syrup of jaggery and then enter into 
a heap of cotton.” Rat acted accordingly and his body looked like 
arabbit. He became very happy. Everybody praised his beauty. 

Next day, there was heavy rain and the cotton was washed 
away. Rat looked all the more ugly. Everybody laughed on him. 

How long can imitation survive? Truth is always truth. As 
such, one shall not crave for other’s beauty, but try to adopt their 
qualities. Only good qualities can make a person graceful 
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Wicked Nature 


One day, a wolf was chewing a bone. A piece of bone got 
stuck in his throat. Worried wolf approached the crane and 
implored—“Brother, I am dying. Have mercy upon me. God 
has gifted you a long beak. You alone can remove the bone 
from my throat.” 

Crane felt very pity on his condition. He did not care even 
for his own life. He put his beak inside the mouth of wolf and 
removed the piece of bone. Wolf thanked and went away. 

Once, crane faced a calamity. He thought about wolf. With 
great hope, he approached the wolf but he was not prepared to 
help the crane. Crane referred to his earlier obligation. On 
this, wolf defiantly said—“Go, go, quietly run away. Only this 
will be good for you. You must feel obliged that I did not cuush 
your neck when it was in my mouth.” 

Crane returned dejected. He thought that it 
is very difficult to change one’s wicked 

nature. One shall not expect help from 
him. 
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Brother is not a Load 


Asant was climbing up a hill. At the same time, a ten years 
old girl was also climbing the hill, carrying her two years old 
brother, in her lap. Sant said— “Child! How will you be able to 
climb with such a heavy load?” Girl instantly replied—“Baba! 
He is not a load, but my 
brother.” 

Where there is love and 
affection, nothing seems to 
be a load or a burden. 
there is no attachment, even 
the life becomes a burden. 
True family bonds exist 
where hearts are full of love 
and intimate feelings. 
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Peak of Success 


There was a poor boy. He used to deposit his school fee from 
his pocket without taking anybody’s help. He also purchased 
books with his money. Those, who were envious of him blamed 
that he commits theft of money. Headmaster made an 
enquiry. It was revealed that after school time, he was 
working for a gardener to earn some money. 

Headmaster called him and affectionately said—“My son! 
Why don’t you get your fee exempted ?” That poor boy replied 
with self-respect—“When I can work to meet my 
requirements, why shall I put myselfin the list of incapables ?” 
Listening this, Headmaster also felt proud of this 
student. 

That boy, who believed in earning by his own 
labour was—Sadanand Chattopadhyaya. 

Twenty years later, he was 
appointed as Director of Education 
of Bengal state. Truely honest 
and labourious persons always 
reach the highest peak of 
success. 
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Frog’s Vanity 


A large size yellow frog lived in a pond. He posed himself as 
the owner of that pond and intimidated small insects. Once, an 
elephant came that way and seeing the pond, entered in it to 
drink water. That yellow frog got agitated. He intimidated the 
elephant by raising his legs and said, “Fool, don’t you know that it 
is my empire ? How dare you enter upon my territory without my 
permission ? You don’t know that I can crush you with my legs ?” 

Elephant did not care. After drinking water, he started 


bathing in the pond. After sometime, elephant came out and went 


away. Farmers working near the pond listened all this talk. They 
laughed and said—“It was good that elephant was not irritated 
on hearing the words of frog, which were full of vanity. 
Otherwise, frog would have been crushed under his foot. 

One must always avoid vanity. 
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Cunningness of Fox 


A rabbit used to graze grass in the field of a farmer, but he 
never spoiled the crop. Farmer was aware of his noble nature 
and allowed the rabbit to live in a corner of his field. One day, 
a fox came there and asked the rabbit—“Corn is ripe. May I 
feast upon it ?” 

Rabbit replied—‘“Ask the field and do as it says.” Fox 
asked the field and changing the voice, replied on behalf of 
the field—“Yes, eat and eat.” At that time, farmer’s pet dog 
reached there and heard everything. He also asked the 
field—“If you say, I may teach a good lesson to this cunning 
fox.” Then changing the voice, said—“Break the legs of this 
cunning fox.” 

As the dog pounced, fox ran away. It is true that fraud is 
always fraud. When detected, one is always punished. In the 
end, truth prevails. 
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Old Lady’s Sacrifice 


There was a railway track passing through a lonely area in 
Virgina. One night, ice slabs fell from hill top on the railway 
line. Train was about to come and in that dark night, there was 
every possibility of derailment... , 

An old lady lived nearby. She was worried. How to stop the 
train and avoid accident? Old lady had one bed. She broke it, 
started burning the wood on railway line and also wagged a 
burning stick, like a signal. Train came. Driver saw all this 
and stopped the train. Accident was avoided. 

Even today, every year people celebrate 
the anniversary of that old lady with great 
honour. Persons doing good deeds become 
- immortal. 
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Dutifulness 


The worker managing the lamp at the lighthouse of 
Cardinus port in France, fell seriously ill. His wife was looking 
after him. They had two small children. Weather was very 
adverse and if lamp was not properly rotated there was every 
possibility that some ship may bump and sink in the ocean. 
What to do? 

Finally, the two children were given the responsibility of 
managing and rotating the lamp at shore. Wife was taking care 
of her husband and also ran again and again to see that children 
were properly working. In that terrible night, her husband died 
but that family performed the duty very sincerely. 

Persons, who do not care for their personal pain or pleasure 
and even sacrifice their lives for society and country, become 
i alin history. 


an 


Py nee 
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Water in Place of Milk 


Once a king announced to the people that one thousand litre 
milk is needed for some official function. Big cauldroms were 
placed in an open park and every citizen was required to put one 
jug of milk each in those cauldroms in the night. There was no 
watchman in the park. This information secretly reached 
everyone. 

All the citizens took advantage of the two facts, darkness of 
night and absence of watchman and each one put one jug of water 
in place of milk. Everyone thought that others will put milk and his 
one jug of water would not be detected. They all speculated in the 
same manner and put one jug of water each, in place of milk. 

Next day, minister took the king to see the cauldroms }, 
of milk. They were all filled with water. There 
was not a drop of milk. 

That day, king 
learnt that social 
discipline was 
essential to 
maintain 
morality 
in the 
society. 


- pa a 
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Candle and Incense-stick 


Incense-stick was burning in a corner of room while candle 
was burning in other corner. Candle contemptuously looked 
toward incense-stick and said—“See, how lucky Iam. My light 
is spreading all around and every person looks toward me.” 

Incense-stick said—“Sister, that is true but this light will 
be meaningful only if you patiently and bravely face hard 
testing times.” Candle ignored this advise. 

Suddenly, a gust of air came and candle was SEU URELICS., 
but fragrance of incense-stick 
spread more and more. One 
does not become great due to body or 
features but due to work. 
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King’s Vanity was Crushed 


Aking was full of vanity and considered—‘“I am the king and 
preserver of whole world. Manu and other scholars had wrongly 
mentioned Vishnu as preserver of universe.” 

Once, a sant came to town and sat under a tree. People 

— | . | started going to 

a a Rye ih him to listen his 
LA Ve LES sweet and soothing 

j Oe talks. One day, 


ef 


>) king also reached 
Qj . there and said—“I 
* am the preserver of 
all living beings.” 
On hearing this, 
sant asked—“How 
many crows, dogs 
and insects live in 
your state?” King 
kept quiet as he 
could not count 
them. 
Sant said—“When 
you don’t know 
this, how can you 
feed them all?” 


OA 
702 
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Ashamed, king said—“Do God feeds insects also ? If so, I 
will close an insect in a small can and will see tomorrow as to 
how God fed it ?” Next day, king again 2h as, * 
went to the sant. He . — abe pe = 

Fo SEN Loo So ee \h/ 
opened the can and @=> = Ap SP, Yan G f 


3 
TA 
; 


fe 


found that insect (Sy FS 
happily eating a 
piece of rice grain. It 
had so happened 
that while closing 
the can, a rice grain 
from the Tilak on 
his forehead had 
fallen in it. Then 
that proud king 
accepted that 
actually God is the 
preserverofall. ~° 

Usually, ~~ 
people wrongly .s« 
think that they -= 
are master and 
not gardener of 
this creation of 
God. 
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Help of Hanumanji 


Once, the cart of a person got stuck in mud. Oxen put all 
the force but cart could not come out of mud. 

That person came down from the cart and started praying 
Hanumanyji for help. A learned person was going that way. He 
told that person—“Oh brother! First apply your hands to 
move the wheels, then only Hanumanji will give some help. 
God helps only those, who are industrious and sincere to their 
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